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It is a matter of immense satisfaction to come up with the second edition of this book. It is
 probably because of its uniqueness in ample use of MS-Excel©. I think that the readers

would continue their support to this book.

AP Kulkarni
e-mail: drapkulkarni@gmail.com
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It gives me an immense pleasure in bringing to you this book Basics of Biostatistics.
  I have been teaching biostatistics to undergraduate and postgraduate medical students for

the last three-and-a-half decades. I have witnessed a sort of phobia about biostatistics not only
in the students but also in the teaching faculty and hope to reduce this phobia through the
introduction of this book.

A lot of changes have occurred in teaching methods in medicine in general, and biostatistics
in particular, during the last few years. Introduction of computer software is one among them.
Readers will find an ample use of MS Excel® in this book in getting solutions to complex
statistical procedures. In fact, this is a unique feature of this book. The part on tests of
significance is arranged in such a way that readers can relate these to their own research
problems immediately. Obviously, it is for medical undergraduate and postgraduate students
who are taking their initial steps in the subject.

I thank CBS Publishers & Distributors for taking initiative in publishing this book. Feedback
from the readers would be highly appreciated.

AP Kulkarni
e-mail: drapkulkarni@gmail.com
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Description Abbreviation/Symbol

Absolute precision d

Alternate hypothesis, one-sided AH1

Alternate hypothesis, two-sided AH2

Arithmetic mean of population M

Arithmetic mean of sample m

Geometric mean GM

Harmonic mean xh

Null hypothesis NH

Population size N

Relative precision 

Sample size n

Standard deviation, population S

Standard deviation, sample s

Summation 

Z-alpha Z1

Z-beta Z2
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