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Foreword

We are in the midst of rapidly advancing technical
developments in all areas of our profession. The

vast experience of Dr Sikri, coupled with his aptitude
for writing, conceived a nice way of presenting his
vision in the form of a book.

Textbook of Operative Dentistry including Conservative
and Restorative Dentistry comprehensively deals with
clinical and theoretical needs of all types of
restorations. The book shows the inherent vision of
the author. Author’s emphasis on originality and the
language of the subject matter is clearly evident in
the book.

The current concepts of occlusion, composites and
minimal invasive dentistry are excellently presented;
the subject matter in other chapters also emphasizes

clinical aspects in day-to-day practice. It is hoped that
students, teachers and the practitioners will find an
accurate presentation of the subject and get benefited
from the same.

It is advisable to consider Dr Sikri’s book for
application in our daily teaching and clinical practice.
I hope this book will enlighten and encourage
exploring new horizons in the field of restorative
dentistry.

With my profound faith and professional respect
for Dr Sikri, who is a popular teacher having vast
experience in the subject, I wish him excel in every
field, especially academics and research. I hope this
book would become treasure of knowledge amongst
students and teachers as well.

Dr. Zora Singh
Chancellor

Desh Bhagat University





Preface to the Fifth Edition

Textbook of Operative Dentistry 5/e is an updated
version of the present concepts of conservative and

restorative dentistry. This book was conceived based
on valuable suggestions of my fellow teachers and
students all over the world, coupled with newer
developments in the field of restorative dentistry. The
book is expanded in 34 chapters covering syllabi of all
the universities. The recent concepts have been
highlighted in all the chapters, especially chapters on
dentin hybridization (bonding), composites, lasers,
diagnosis and diagnostic aids and minimal invasive
dentistry, keeping in mind their clinical significance
in day-to-day practice. The language is kept lucid along
with self-explanatory photographs and diagrams. The
text is reinforced with clinical photographs for easy
understanding of the subject. The keynotes are
presented in box format for easy access and
understanding. I hope Textbook of Operative Dentistry
including Conservative and Restorative Dentistry is in a
‘must-read’ category for the students, teachers and the
practitioners as well, pursuing restorative dentistry as
a career.

Completing book of this magnitude would not
have been possible without contributions from

eminent academicians, multitude of teachers,
students and friend as well. I recognize their
‘contribution’ with sincere thanks. I am indebted to
my elder brother, Mr RK Sikri, former Director, NTPC,
for re-writing text on ‘Forces Exerted on Teeth’, along
with modifying the line diagrams.

I am thankful to Dr Mohan Kumar (Chennai) and
Dr Vivek (Pune) for sharing their expertise in the field
of conservative dentistry. I am grateful to my
colleagues, Dr Renu Sroa, Principal, Dr Baljit Sidhu,
Associate Professor, Dr Jagan and Dr Sangeeta,
Medical officers for their constant help and
motivation. I am also thankful to my students,
Dr Akanksha, Dr Vikram, Dr Rajinder and Dr Swapnil
for checking and rechecking the manuscript.

I acknowledge the understanding and patience
of my gracious wife, Dr Poonam; my dear sons,
Dr Ankit, Dr Arpit, and my sweet daughters,
Dr Annupriya and Dr Jyotsana.

I request all the students and teachers to go
through the present edition and suggest areas of
improvement. Your comments and criticism will be
incorporated in future editions.

Vimal K Sikri
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