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Disclaimer

Science and technology are constantly changing
fields. New research and experience broaden the
scope of information and knowledge. The author
has tried his best in giving information available to
him while preparing the material for this book.
Although all efforts have been made to ensure
optimum accuracy of the material, yet it is quite
possible some errors might have been left
uncorrected. The publisher, the printer and the
author will not be held responsible for any
inadvertent errors, omissions or inaccuracies.
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B preface

Neuroanatomy is essential, in particular, for the localization of the site of lesion in the
neurological disorders. Much of the appreciation of the subjects of neurophysiology, neurology
and neurosurgery depends upon a good knowledge of the anatomy of nervous system. To
majority of medical students, however, neuroanatomy appears quite ‘boring” and ‘complicated’
as well due to the fact that most of the nuclei, tracts, and connections, etc. described in almost
every component of the nervous system are not visible to the naked eye. This sometimes can
be more disappointing during the dissection of brain.

There are two categories of books available for the study of the neuroanatomy. First, is a
large, standard reference book which treats mainly the detailed account of central and
peripheral nervous systems contents. The second category of book is a very concise book
made easy and simple, which focuses directly on the essential fundamentals, eliminating those
aspects of the subject which have little clinical bearing and emphasize only those aspects of
the different subdivisions of the extensive neuroanatomical literature which are of applied
interest.

The Textbook of Neuroanatomy is intended to fall in the second category of books. It provides
brief, up-dated and easy to understand neuroanatomy to the medical students in their
undergraduate courses. In addition to the conventional central nervous system, dealing with
different approach to the brain and spinal cord, the chapters in lecture notes included in the
present book deal emphatically with the autonomic and enteric components of the nervous
system that still remain largely unexplored. It cannot be too emphatically stated that the ‘clear
concepts’ in neuroanatomy are only imaginative. Hence, a good understanding of these
concepts make the neuroanatomy most interesting.

In preparing this book the text has been supplemented from the latest editions of standard
books of the neuroanatomy and made an attempt to present the knowledge in a simplified
form. The book has been designed to cover the subject in the minimal possible space keeping
in mind the predicament of the already over-burdened medical students. No compromise
has, however, been made when it came to the number of illustrations. Simple and self-
explanatory line diagrams have been, therefore, liberally incorporated. The diagrams are largely
based on the author’s self-designed outlines assisted by the ones drawn by Prof Nafis Faruqui,
JN Medical College, Aligarh. All efforts to have text diagrams simple and reproducible in the
examination have been kept in mind wherever possible.

I feel confident that present textbook will be useful not only to the undergraduate students
but also to the postgraduates and young faculty members interested to teach their students
with this crucial part of the human anatomy. The mnemonics (designed to aid memory) and
humor used in these lecture notes do not intend any disrespect for the original investigators,
rather they are employed as an educational device—because as it is well known that the best
memory techniques involve the use of simple associations (unfortunately not attempted more
frequently) in medical education. The text hopefully will be useful reading before or during
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the examination course, which will enable the students to rapidly revise overall facts about
the clinical neuroanatomy.

I am conscious of my limitations and many errors might have escaped my scrutiny.
Discerning readers are requested to inform me to my failings and forward me their critical
comments as also their suggestions for improvement of the book.

DR Singh
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